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Truckers Steve and LeeAnn Charpentier were headed to Fremont, Nebraska, while attempting
to drop off 653 cases (six pallets) of food to a retailer. They were notified the retailer could
not accept the food because its expiration date was coming up in 35 days. The food would
need to be dumped if not donated to an organization! No More Empty Pots (NMEP) received
the call and was able to help coordinate a plan.

Fortunately, the truck was able to park at NMEP's Food Hub garage door late that same evening
while NMEP staff and the Charpentiers themselves helped to unload the food onto pallets for
storage at the Food Hub. The next morning, Saving Grace Perishable Food Rescue arrived
ready to reload the food for distribution to three pantry locations in Omaha: Open Door
Mission, Heart Ministry Center and Juan Diego Center. In less than 20 hours from the original
call, the food had been recovered and redirected to neighbors.

NMEP Facilities Manager Susan Whitfield said, "Well, we were the right folks to call because
one thing for sure is food was not heading to the landfill — only to someone's table... I felt this
overwhelming feeling of gratitude that food was heading to families and individuals who
needed it."

From February 20-26, No More Empty Pots is joining with CSA Innovation Network and 
farmers from across the country to celebrate CSA Week! According to Small Farm Central, the 
last week of February is the most popular week of the year to sign up for a CSA farm 
membership. Stay tuned on social media as we use this week to promote our CSA subscription 
program, Community Harvest!

Why Join a CSA through Community Harvest?

Eat healthy more nutritious foods.

Try new varieties of veggies.

Fresh, high-quality, flavorful vegetables.

Support a local business.

Know your farmer and where your food comes from.

Care about the environment and how your food is raised.

Congratulations, Cohort 14!

Watch the Culinary Certificate Program's latest graduation slideshow to see a glimpse into the
Cohort 14 graduates' 8 weeks spent with No More Empty Pots!

In 2021, No More Empty Pots was selected as a Whole Kids Foundation Garden Grant
recipient. A Whole Food Foundation partner, Lettuce Grow, launched a give-back campaign
called "Lettuce Give" and donated a self-watering hydroponic Farmstand to NMEP!

About the Farmstand

Seedlings are organic and grown without soil year-round.

Meets Lettuce Grow's mission of inventing a way for everyone - regardless of space, time,

knowledge, income, or experience - to grow their own food quickly and easily.

Grows everything from leafy greens like kale and lettuce varieties to your favorite herbs,

strawberries, tomatoes, cucumbers, eggplant, and so much more!

Nicknamed "Audrey II" by NMEP staff! 

Do you know someone that would thrive here?

We are searching the community for candidates to fill 2 open positions on our team! No More
Empty Pots is committed to valuing and supporting our employees who do the work every day
of serving our community.
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